
How does Shane beat the winter 
blues? He brews beer! But not for 
the reasons you might think. He 
doesn’t care about fancy microbrew 
varieties or exotic ingredients. 

“It’s really just that I’m cheap. I 
can brew beer at home that is just 
as good as beer from the liquor 
store, but cheaper. And I’m not very 
picky. If it’s drinkable, it’s good 
enough for me.”  

Spoken like a true Aussie! 
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From the FAQ Files 
 Progress reports can now only 
be attached to finalized service 
plans, so plans need to be finalized 
before work on progress reports 
begins. Finalized IEPs can be viewed 
and managed from the student 
“History” tab. 
 Sometimes teachers finalize 
service plans before they go into 
effect and then find they need to be 
revised. Selecting the “Allow 
educators to permanently delete 
histories less than one month old” 
preference allows teachers to delete 
those service plans and re-finalize. 
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Breaking 

News 

 The Minnesota Department 
of Education posted a new state 
model IEP in January. 
 The SpEd Forms leadership 
committee is reviewing the new 
IEP to determine changes 
needed for the 2011 form set. 
 We’ll keep you posted! 



 Denny Ulmer is Director of Special Education and Executive Director 
of the Bemidji Regional Interdistrict Council, or BRIC. 
 BRIC provides services to 1,143 students in 11 member districts 
(Bemidji is not one of them) that span 8,000 square miles in central 
Minnesota. Ulmer oversees three full-time assistant directors and more 
than 100 special education teachers, para-professionals and specialists. 
 Ulmer has been working in Special Education since 1974 when Public 
Law 94-142, the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, or IDEA Act, 
was first passed. The Act mandated Special Education services in public 
schools and provided funding for new teacher training. 
 “I was attending college in Jamestown, North Dakota and working at 
an adolescent child treatment center at the time,” said Ulmer. “Special 
Education seemed like a good fit, so I decided to get my EBD license.” 
 Ulmer has been in the field ever since, teaching for four to five years in 
Alexandria and eventually becoming Director of Special Education in Park 
Rapids for the PAWN Co-op where he stayed for nine years.   
 Ulmer couldn’t remember exactly when BRIC started using SpEd 
Forms, but he knew it was a long time ago. 
 “We got in on the ground floor with Gary Lewis in the late 90s.” 
 Lewis, who was then Director of the River Bend Special Education 
Cooperative, developed the earliest version of SpEd Forms. 
 “SpEd Forms is a good, web-based due process system,” says Ulmer. 
“Nobody likes to fill out all the paperwork. SpEd Forms is user-friendly 
and makes it easier on everyone.” 
 To stay active in the winter, Ulmer ordinarily runs at the indoor track 
at Bemidji State. At this time last year he was training for the Fargo half 
marathon. When we spoke with him this month, he was at home on 
temporary medical leave, though he hopes to take up running again soon. 
 “By March, I should be up and at ‘em.” 

Focus on … 

Bemidji Regional Interdistrict Council  

 New Help Features 

Embedded in SpEd Forms 
 

*  *  * 
 We have made some recent 
changes to our website that we 
hope will make it more user-
friendly. 
 There are now context-
sensitive links to help topics 
sprinkled throughout SpEd Forms.  
 For example, the ER pages 
have links to videos that cover 
help topics on ERs. You don’t have 
to search through the guide to find 
the help. It’s right on the page 
when you have the question! 
 Just click on the help, YouTube 
and TeacherTube icons in the top 
right corner of the web page . 

Did You Know? 

 Split Rock Creek State Park, 
located just outside of Jasper, 
boasts the largest body of water in 
Pipestone County. The lake, 
created in 1938 by the WPA, is a 
popular swimming hole and picnic 
grounds for area residents.  


